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Bisons make history
DUSTIN SCHANDEVEL
asst. sports editor

The day was Sept. 17, 2017. Bisons
first-year head coach Paul Simmons told
his team the story of Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego. Before the three men were
thrown in the fire, they said God could
save them from being burned alive. Even
if God chose not to save them, they still
would not bow down and worship other
gods. The Bisons just fell to 0-3 the day
before with a heartbreaking 27-28 loss to
Southern Nazarene University that left the
team feeling hopeless. Simmons wanted his
players to see that God could still redeem
their season, and even if they kept struggling,
they would still honor God.
Fast forward to the Sept. 19. The Bisons
faced 95-degree heat as they hit the field for
a long afternoon of practice. This was the
biggest day of their season, Simmons said.
“I told the coaching staff that what
happened today would be a big determining
factor of what kind of men we have, because
we’re 0-3 and it’s 95 degrees,” Simmons
said. “Whatever energy they come with is
going to have to be intentional, and they’re
going to have to create some enthusiasm and
honestly fake it. We weren’t feeling any joy
at that point.”
Simmons was pleased with the results.
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Freshman running back Cole Chancey runs through players
from Arkansas-Montecello during a game on Sept. 30 at home.

“They had the best practice of the year,”
Simmons said. “They were flying around
the field and were encouraging each other.
That said to me that they weren’t giving in
and were willing to stand and fight with
me. That was the turning point.”
Since that practice, the Bisons have had
a perfect 11-0 record and won their last
three playoff games. They made history after
defeating Ferris State University in Big
Rapids, Michigan, last weekend on a last
second 20-yard field goal by senior kicker
Tristan Parsley, which advanced them to the
Division II National Semifinals. The Bisons
were considered underdogs in all three of
their playoff matchups as their oppenents
had a combined 33-2 record.
When a team wins 11 in a row, eight of
those being road games, it shows that the
athletes are doing all the right things to
avoid falling back to their early season ways.
“It’s been a case of the guys continuing
to get better. They’ve refused to be complacent and satisfied with where they are,”
Simmons said. “We’ve improved in the areas
that we did so poorly in through the first
three games. You can’t really point to one
thing and say it has changed; it’s just been
a whole bunch of guys holding the rope and
refusing to give in while loving each other.”
SEE FOOTBALL, PAGE 1B

Christmas tree provides hope for White County families
KAYLA MEELER
student writer
SAVANNA DISTEFANO
editor-in-chief
The Mitchell Center for Leadership and Ministry will
be raising funds for children of foster care recently reunited
with parents by decorating the Restore Hope Christmas
Tree in front of the McInteer Bible and World Missions
Building through next week. With a suggested donation
of $5 to the cause, Mitchell Center staff will hang an
ornament with the donor’s name on the tree.
“We wanted to create something within Harding’s
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“These kids don’t have a lot, and many times
the toys and clothes they do have are beat
up, so seeing their joy to have a full Christmas with all new presents just for them is
absolutely priceless.”
-Senior Elizabeth McHan
foster family member
Christmas craziness that communicated, ‘Yeah, but we also
see a marginalized group of people,’” Dr. Andrew Baker,
foster parent and executive director of the Mitchell Center,
said. “Foster kids are a group that people are usually positive

toward and positive toward helping.”
The first Restore Hope Christmas Tree was created
last year with Governor Asa Hutchinson’s Restore Hope
Arkansas initiative, which aims to engage businesses and
faith leaders in Arkansas to care for children in foster care
and individuals re-entering society from prison. According to Baker, the Mitchell Center decided fundraise for
reunited families came after several conversations with the
Department of Child and Family Services. He said parents
often struggle financially to provide gifts for their children
after regaining custody.
SEE CHRISTMAS TREE, PAGE 2A
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CHRISTMAS TREE,
continued from 1A
STERLING MCMICHAEL| The Bison

The Restore Hope Christmas Tree was illuminated on Monday, Nov. 27 in front of the McInteer Bible and World Missions building. Ornaments fpr the tree
are being sold for a reccomended donation of $5 each to support parents who recently reunited with children after foster care.
Graduate student Ben Hanson, graduate assistant for
Baker, has participated in the fundraiser. He said he believes
Restored Hope is a beneficial program helping people get
back on their feet.
“(As) students, we have the opportunity to provide
a Christmas to kids who are in our community and are
living for the most part without stability in their lives,”
Hanson said. “Students have the opportunity to look out
for kids who are lost in the shuffle of life … We know what
Christmas should mean for kids because the majority of us
experienced waking up to presents. Now, students can give
the gift back and really embrace the gift of Christmas.”
Joey Myers, husband of resident life coordinator for
Armstrong Hall, Emily Myers, designed and built the

tree, which is symbolic of the cause it represents. The
tree is wooden and spiral shaped and is topped with a
red star that has one broken extension. According to the
Arkansas Department of Human Services, the tree’s design
symbolizes the steps of hope necessary for the restoration
of the families served by the Division of Children and
Family Services. The red star at the top signifies ‘beauty
in the broken.’
Along with Restore Hope, the tree is also in partnership with Searcy Children’s Home and White County
Foster Care Ministry with the goal of raising awareness
on Harding’s campus. They collectively decided to focus
this years’ profits on families who have regained custody
of their children to ensure a smoother transition into the

holiday season.
Freshman Elizabeth McHan lives in a family that has
been fostering children for seven years and has had twelve
placements in that time. She said their placements ranged
from three days to over two and years. She said that her
family gets a lot of help from organizations like Restore
Hope during Christmas time to ensure the children have
a good Christmas
“These kids don’t have a lot, and many times the toys
and clothes they do have are beat up, so seeing their joy
to have a full Christmas with all new presents just for
them is absolutely priceless,” McHan said.
As of press time, the Mitchell Center has raised approximately $240 for reunited families.

Trump administration challenges net neutrality
Federal Communication Commission to vote on proposed rollback of Obama-era policies
KENDRA CHRISTOPHER
student writer
The Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) will decide on Dec. 14 whether to
dismantle regulations that provide internet
equality, individuality and free applications.
The decision is predicted to have a large
effect on web users and college students’
future careers.
“With net neutrality on the line once
again, I am beginning to worry about how
this will affect my future career in advertising,”
junior Nicholas Hiles said. “This proposal
would bring great changes to the industry

of marketing and communication, and is a
big issue for those working to build a career
that works with the internet.”
Net neutrality policies adopted in 2015
during the Obama administration ensure
that all servers provide equal access of sites
to users. Internet service providers charge
monthly fees for access to the web, but can’t
control individual site speed, what users have
access to or the quality of their searches.
The Washington Post reported that
the rule change will allow internet service
providers to treat websites differently based
on types of content offered, and major
networks will have publicly addressed the

matter with posts emphasizing their loyalty
to net neutrality.
Comcast CEO Dave Watson said in a
blog post that they “will not block, throttle,
or discriminate against lawful content.”
However, if these repeals pass, there will
be no laws in place to ensure they stay true
to their word.
The repeals are expected to pass with
new laws put in their place since three out
of the five board members on the FCC are
Republican voters.
“Students graduating from our computer science department who want to
create their own websites will have more

difficulties getting through to the public
along with any other startup business,”
Dr. Frank McCown, associate professor
of computer science said.
Verizon has stated that they will be
“experimenting with new business models
while being as transparent as possible to
offer customers the best package for them.”
“I predict that Harding would do their
best to give students the best access to the
internet,” McCown said. “It could cause
tuition to slightly increase, but it would
probably be more difficult for students
living off campus to get the same highspeed internet.”

Jacob’s Place Homeless Mission hosts first open house
BAYLEE HEDDEN
student writer

As Christmas approaches, local businesses around Searcy are
hosting holiday-related events for
Harding students and faculty to
attend. Jacob’s Place Homeless
Mission will hold its first Open
House on Dec. 10 from 2 to 4
p.m. at their location on 301 E
Market Ave.
Jacob’s Place provides temporary housing for families with
children in White County. The
mission empowers the homeless
by providing financial, spiritual,
emotional and job counseling.
Harding alumna Roxanne
Moaveni, a case manager at Jacob’s
Place, said the service projects she
participated in during her time
at Harding were eye opening for
her and made her want to work
somewhere like Jacob’s Place.
Moaveni said she is excited for
the event and the role that she
will play.
“My role will be to make others aware of our presence in the
community,” Moaveni said. “To
put a face to our organization,
and let others know we are here
if they need a place to stay.”

Program director Melanie
Kiihnl said the Christmas season
is the perfect time to have the
open house. Many members of
the community are curious about
Jacob’s Place’s mission and want
to learn more.
Jami Bever, Harding professor and member of the board of
directors at Jacob’s Place, said
families have already covered the
house with Christmas decorations.
The event will have cookies and
hot drinks, caroling, and a visit
with Santa.
“I am excited to invite the
community into a home that’s for
our community,” Bever said. “This
open house is an opportunity to
celebrate our community partnership
and our residents. The open house
is a chance to give thanks, while
also educating our friends and
neighbors about the ongoing need
for support, prayers and resources.
Jacob’s Place has been a community
effort from the beginning and
MACY PATE | The Bison
we want to keep the community The bottom of the Christmas tree at Jacob’s Place, a temporary shelter for homeless families,
involved and informed.”
will be full of presents on Christmas morning. Jacob’s Place provides financial, spiritual
Moaveni said the residents and emotional support to those in need. They will hold their first open house on Dec. 10.
repeatedly mention the peace they
gain from Jacob’s Place.
to rest your head,” Moaveni said. remembering what they once went and all the care we put into it.”
“We are a place of healing “Many past clients have returned through. We would love for you
For more information about
and not just a temporary room and donated money or clothes, to come see our shelter first hand, Jacob’s Place, visit jacobsplace.org.

State | Burn Bans and Drought

Despite recent rainfall, drought conditions are prevalent across the state of
Arkansas, according to The Leader. More than 50 counties have burn bans
in effect and 16 are under extreme drought conditions.

National | Trump’s Move to Jerusalem

President Donald Trump announced on Wednesday that the U.S. embassy in
Israel would move to Jerusalem, officially recognizing the city as the nation’s
capital. According to the New York Times, the announcement drew praise
from Israel but received criticism from Arab and European leaders.

International | Slave Trade in Libya

CNN published an investigation last month confirming open human trafficking,
mostly of migrants, occurring in Libya. Last week, Libyan leaders reached a
deal with the E.U. to repatriate refugees at risk and open a transit center for
vulnerable migrants.
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Possible end to net neutrality
claire maxwell

guest
writer

H

ow important is the freedom of the
internet to you?
On Dec. 14, the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) will vote to repeal the
previous net neutrality laws set in place in
2015 enforcing neutrality, called the Open
Internet Act. Under the advisement of its
chairman Ajit Pai, the FCC has proposed
a new act entitled the Restoring Internet
Freedom Order, which will evaluate and
possibly reverse the 2015 act. The vote is
to determine whether the internet really
needs intervention. After the vote, the
ruling must go through multiple courts
and lawsuits.
Net neutrality is the standard rule that
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) must
treat any and all data on the internet the
same, whether it benefits them or not.
This means they cannot charge different
prices for high-speed internet or block
users from viewing certain content. If the
Restoring Internet Freedom Act is passed,
ISPs like AT&T, Comcast and Verizon
could in theory have more control over

the content on the internet
There are two very distinct sides to
this issue. On one side, the FCC claims
that the Restoring Internet Freedom Act
would minimize vagueness of rules and
regulations, benefit investors and give
more value to consumers. According to
its website, the FCC wants to completely
repeal the Open Internet Order because
of its “1930s-era utility-style regulation”
called Title II. They could charge the big
name companies for service in order to
make way for innovators and smaller sites,
in a way spreading the wealth — the FCC
refers to it as “diverting resources.” Likewise,
they could block access to age-sensitive
and piracy sites.
In opposition, the new laws would
change the very freedoms that the internet and its users have enjoyed for the
past 20 years. Services like Netflix could
cost much more; many sites and services
that were previously free would come
with a charge; and if provoked, large ISPs
could restrict or charge their competition
(although they have said they would not)
and ultimately decide who gets to view
what on the internet.
Should the internet remain a completely
level playing field? Or should it be heavily
regulated?
The internet I have freely enjoyed since
growing up should remain just that — free.
We already pay for many facets of the
internet, including domains and services

like Netflix. Adding more costs to the
internet would feel like being taxed even
more. Likewise, businesses that are just
starting out need the opportunity to thrive
without their biggest competitors thwarting
their chances. These are the main principles
of a free market economy: one with little
government interference or big-business
monopoly and the freedom to individually
and privately conduct business no matter
the size of one’s enterprise.
For many years the internet has served
as a platform for freedom of speech, a
place where those who do not have the
loudest voices can be heard. If the FCC
adds more regulation, these rights are lost.
Big businesses already influence commerce
in the U.S., and taking the little internet
power away from any other business only
increases their capabilities to control the
market.
Net neutrality keeps our businesses
equal, maintains freedom of speech, and
keeps the internet and its services lowcost and accessible. If this issue spans
further than the Federal Communications
Commission, Americans must fight for
their right to a free internet and to keep
and expand net neutrality.

CLAIRE MAXWELL is a guest writer
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at cmaxwell2@harding.edu.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT ... DEAD WEEK EDITION
Natalie Fredrick @natdawgswag · Dec 5
One way to save money on coffee is to get an adequate amount of sleep. Just a thought.

HU First Year Exp. @HUSquare1 · Dec 4
How many chugs of coffee would a freshman chug chug if a freshman could chug chug
coffee?

Bailey Douglas @bdouggie99 · Dec 5
finals are truly the nightmare before christmas

Slavery or loyalty
jewels edmerson

guest
writer

W

hy is there so much division in
America today? Why is government
welfare always threatened to be erased?
Why is there so much backlash to saying
Black Lives Matter? Why are people so
angry with NFL players protesting the
national anthem? Why are bills trying
to strip healthcare from millions?
These are just a few questions I ponder.
I really do not believe it is complicated
to see that America has an elephant
that is so enormous it’s starting to take
over the room. Where do the majority
of Americans go wrong when trying to
understand issues that might not pertain
to them? Is it because we have biased
media? Or is it because we are taught
not how to think but rather how to recite
what has been told to us?
I believe it is because of the wrong
order of loyalties. Our loyalties usually
decide which side we choose and are what

staff

we see as the most important factor in
our decision making.
As Christians, we know that our order
of loyalty should be God first, then our
neighbors (Matthew 22:36-40).
Practically, our decisions should reflect
this order. First, what would God want
me to do? Second, if I were in another’s
position, what would I want?
In America’s current condition, it is
obvious that our loyalties are misplaced.
With over 75 percent of adults identifying
with the Christian faith, there is hope.
What would happen if the ones who
called themselves Christians decided
to put God as their number one loyalty,
above country, political party, ethnicity,
color, income, business or self ? My assumption is that most of our country’s
problems would disappear. Don’t you
wonder how great America would be if
there wasn’t so much division?
Let me clarify: I am not saying that
we must all think alike, but it would be
much easier for us to coexist peacefully.
Wouldn’t it be a great sight to see people
from all different walks of life supporting
one another?
An unarmed black man will turn
into an unarmed human being. It will
no longer be the poor wasting our tax
dollars but a human being who has

fallen on tough times. Instead of being
quick to judge players kneeling for the
National Anthem, let’s put ourselves in
their position and ask, “How can I show
Christ’s love through this situation?” If
we did this, most of our responses and
views on certain issues would change. If
not, I would check the version of Bible
you are using.
As a society, we have become enslaved
to choosing what is popular. We have
become slaves to our labels.
Before anything, we must recognize
that the only label we can all agree on all
the time is being a child of God. Being
a Christian means loving all types of
people independent of what the media
says, what our political party says, what
our country says, what our color says,
what our parents say and what is popular.
John 13:34-35 says, “A new command
I give you: love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one another.”
I choose loyalty to God first.

JEWELS EDMERSON is a guest writer
for The Bison. He may be contacted at
jedmerson@harding.edu.

braver than
you believe

Ramen at midnight

“D

is my egg,” my roommate Hollee said
as she held up a piece of fried egg with
her chopsticks. I could feel my eyes starting
to water from laughing so hard as I snapped
her photo on Snapchat and typed out that
quote as the caption.
It was midnight, and we were sitting at
the kitchen table, stress eating a huge bowl
of ramen. After talking about the long lists
of things each of us had to do, we decided to
just make food instead. What made it even
more fun was that both of us were so stressed
and deliriously sleepy that everything we said
was funny. My stomach hurt from laughing
so much.
I love times like these that remind me how
lucky I am to have someone who is always
willing to cook noodles with me in an attempt
to avoid all responsibilities.
In the middle of writing this column, I took
a break and went to Midnight Oil with my
friend Delilah, the assistant copy editor for The
Bison. While driving back, we talked about
how beautiful the Christmas lights looked.
Delilah will be graduating in May, so she said
that the lights are one of the things she is really
going to miss when she leaves Harding, but
they’re not the only thing she’ll miss.
Delilah pointed out that this might be the
only time and place in her life where she’s
constantly surrounded by friends (or friendly
faces at the least). Harding is such a community-oriented place — it allows people to strike
up a conversation with pretty much anyone at
any time. It’s a contained environment that
functions kind of like its own little town, and
all the different departments and majors make
it easy for everyone to have their own thing. I
bet it would be easy to find a group of friends
in the caf that each have a different hometown
and career plan after graduation. Yes, you can
make friends with people within your major,
but it’s also easy to meet people with diverse
interests and opinions.
I hadn’t thought of this aspect of Harding
before, but after Delilah pointed that out, I
realized how amazing it is. Hollee and I have
different majors, we’re from different towns,
and we plan to live in different states after
graduation. Despite this, we also plan to stay
friends. If it weren’t for the director of resident
life randomly placing us in the same dorm
sophomore year, we wouldn’t be eating ramen
at midnight and laughing so hard that it hurts.
Even though I was stressed out about
finishing these opinion pages and editing the
Twitter graphic before curfew, I really enjoyed
my conversation with Delilah. It was nice to
take a moment to enjoy a cup of coffee and
a good conversation with my friend, and to
forget about that stress.
So now dead week is coming to an end,
finals are about to start, and I am so stressed
I can barely think straight. But that’s okay. I
know I have friends who will laugh and eat
ramen or get coffee with me and just step
away from that stress for a little while. Those
moments are going to be what I remember
and miss most when I finally make it through
all the finals anyway.
I know that my future depends on whether or
not I pass these classes, but I also know I won’t
do well on the tests if I’m tired and stressed.
So, take a moment with your friends and
realize how lucky you are to have them in
your life. They’re probably just as stressed as
you are. Maybe it will benefit you both to take
a short break before diving back into your
studies. Yes, grades are important, but so is
your sanity and health.
JAISA HOGUE is the opinions editor
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at jhogue@harding.edu.
Twitter: JaisaDanielle
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keep it savvy

A new package
of plastic pine
My family just purchased our first
artificial Christmas tree. I am not sure
how I feel about it yet. I cannot imagine
coming home to a pseudo tree in our
living room or the lack of pine aroma
from our usual Fraser Fir. I don’t know if
I will be able to accept the fact that our
main Christmas attraction is no longer
one from a tree farm but the same as a
million plastic pines in the U.S.
I promise I’m not bitter though.
I understand that my siblings and
I are growing up and moving out. It’s
not easy to pick out the perfect pine
and spend the day deciding, sawing
and transporting the perfect piece of
Christmas decor for our home. And
celebrating with those fresh doughnuts and hot apple cider is not healthy
anyway, right?
Besides, just because our tree is fake
does not mean we will have artificial
presents to go with it or those cheap,
plastic bulbs to hang from the dainty
branches. But I do wonder if this new
boxed tree will come with a side of
superficial compliments.
I’m not bitter though.
I am sure it will be nice not to
have to worry about watering our new
Christmas tree. We will not have to
vacuum fallen needles or drop it in our
back fire pit until we can burn it in the
spring. Maybe my mother will let me
name it since the thing will never die
and will stick around for who knows
how long, like a set-in stain on your
favorite Christmas sweater.
Maybe it is just a phase, a trial run.
Maybe my mother will change her
mind after reading this column and
cancel the Amazon order. Or maybe
we will be stuck with it for all future
Christmases to come, and that does
not have to be a bad thing.
Perhaps this new package of plastic
pine will simply symbolize a new phase
in our family. Within one year’s time,
my oldest sibling will have graduated
college, my other sibling is graduating high school, and I’ll be following
along graduating in May. Our lives are
changing, and, consequently, so is our
traditional tree.
Like all of our transitions, our plastic
pine will be whatever we make it: an
elaborate decoration or a neglected prop
purchased to follow social norms. We
can choose to follow our family tradition of hanging our personal ornaments
or scrap the ritual like the visit to the
tree farm.
This last fall semester of my undergraduate career has left me somewhat
sentimental and extra reflective (and
clueless of post-grad plans, but let’s
not talk about that). I’m going to miss
the Harding lights and Dr. McLarty’s
annual reading of “A Cup of Christmas
Tea.” I’ll miss Cafsgiving and Java City’s
holiday blend.
As I look back, I am thankful for
the memories I have made, and I am
excited for memories to come. I am
entering my last semester at Harding,
and I hope to make it a good one.
I might be a little sad, though.

SAVANNA DISTEFANO is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. She may be contacted at
sdistefano@harding.edu.
Twitter: vanna_distefano

illustration by RACHEL GIBSON

A lizard legacy
carson white

guest
writer
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ou may have seen geckos on the outer
walls of your dorm, in your stairwells
or maybe in your showers, but what you
may not know is that these geckos are not
native to the Searcy area. According to my
daad, they are here because of him.
When my dad was a senior biology
major at Harding in 1989, he became close
to biology professor Dr. Mike Plummer.
In the same year, my dad went to visit
his brother in Galveston, Texas, and while
he was there, he noticed that Mediterranean geckos were everywhere. Knowing
that Plummer would take interest in these
geckos, he collected “about seven to nine”
of the geckos and brought them back to
study, as this breed was not in Arkansas.

Plummer released them into the animal
enclosure on the side of the Pryor-England
Science Building, which had an aluminum
lip to prevent any animals from getting out,
but the geckos got out anyway.
After they escaped, the geckos relocated
to the attic of the science building where
they began reproducing and spreading
around campus, and the rest is history.
I had always heard my dad tell this story
in passing, but it was just another interesting fact about him. It was not until my
freshman year that it became real to me.
I would see them everywhere, and I could
not help but think of my dad.
The more I saw them, the more I thought
these geckos were my dad’s legacy. How
would I ever match a legacy like that? But
I asked him about his story again and paid
more attention to the details he shared.
Never in a thousand years would my dad
have thought that the handful of geckos he
brought back to campus would become a
population around Harding. He was being
himself and doing something he enjoyed,
and that stuck out to me. I do not need be

someone I am not to leave a legacy, I can
leave one by being myself.
In a similar way, we do not know what
impact we may have in the future. A few
words of encouragement may be all it
takes for someone to place you in a higher
regard. On the flip of the coin, a few harsh
words can be enough to cause a disconnect
between people. We have an impact in
many things that we do, and I hope we
use it for the good.
Some people may struggle with feeling
that they need to leave behind a legacy,
and they may try hard to make a name for
themselves. But I encourage you to look
past leaving a legacy and look ahead to
being yourself, and that will lead to what
people remember about you. Be yourself,
and the memories of you will stick around.

CARSON WHITE is a guest writer for
The Bison. He may be contacted at
wwhite3@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?
Want to write an opinion for The Bison? Contact Jaisa Hogue at
jhogue@harding.edu to voice your thoughts through The Bison Newspaper
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t’s a wonder I wasn’t heckled more in
elementary school over this, but one
of my prized possessions back then was
a Pigs in Space lunchbox. Every day as I
opened it up to take out my peanut butter
sandwich, Town House crackers and plastic
thermos full of whole milk, I enjoyed the
company of some favorite characters from
“The Muppet Show.”
The popular sketch was a parody of “Star
Trek” and featured a pig-shaped spaceship
named the “Swinetrek,” hurtling through
the galaxy with its bumbling porcine crew.
The characters’ names were larded
with puns. Of course there was First
Mate Piggy, with her trademark golden
locks of hair — “curls before swine,” you
might say. The Captain, Link Hogthrob,
played up his dopey, matinee-idol role
with panache. The name “Link” was a nod
not only to Luke Skywalker, but also to
a beloved breakfast sausage.
Dr. Julius Strangepork — an elderly
scientist with a German accent — rounded
out the crew, with an obvious homage to
Peter Sellers’ madman, Dr. Strangelove.
Jim Henson was shameless at stuffing “The
Muppet Show” with pop culture gags,
and the day I figured out all the Pigs in
Space references was one of the banner
intellectual triumphs of my childhood.
While “The Muppet Show” ended in
the ‘80s, you’ll be surprised to learn that
pigs are back in the air, flying high and
causing chaos once again.
I read a story on Metro News about
a woman who boarded a U.S. Airways
flight out of Connecticut last month,
carrying an emotional-support pig. As
it turns out, the animal caused so much
commotion before the plane took off
that the passenger was asked to leave.

Pigs and blankets
michael
claxton

During boarding, other people on the
flight complained about the smelly and
noisy animal, which caused one man so
much distress that he had to cling to his
therapy goat.
The woman was toting her pig, not in
a poke, but on a leash. Nevertheless, it
apparently ran squealing up and down the
aisle. No doubt the 70-pound Wilbur was
panicking in these unfamiliar surroundings,
desperately searching for Charlotte — his
emotional-support spider — to tell him
that everything would be OK because he
is “Some Pig.”
And let ’s not rush to assume that
Charlotte herself didn’t have the jitters.
If you’re a spider on board a 747 about
to leave Connecticut, you might be disoriented and quite possibly needing your
emotional-support housefly. Of course,
when it comes to spiders and houseflies,
the line between emotional support and
comfort food is probably thin indeed.
But Clax, you say, don’t forget that
houseflies are creatures with feelings, too.
Yes, I suppose that’s true, but I have to
draw the line somewhere. If I get down
to writing about emotional-support mitochondria, people will accuse me of not
taking this subject seriously.
I can see the trailer now. Samuel L.
Jackson and Julianna Margulies are back in
the air — this time protecting a man who
witnessed a murder in a BBQ restaurant.

The assassin wants his witness out of the
picture, so as the man boards a plane to fly
to the trial, Boss Hogg smuggles a crate
onboard. Just when the aircraft has reached
cruising altitude, the villain releases his
killer “Pigs on a Plane.” Coming soon to
a theater or meat locker near you.
I realize that emotional support animals
perform a great service, but the more our
culture outsources its mental health care
to pigs, ducks, squirrels and whatnot, the
harder it will be to maintain decorum in
public. Therapy dogs I can handle, but
emotional support pigs may be going too
far. You might say “the remedy is worse than
the disease,” to quote Sir Francis Bacon.
By the time you read this, the annual
visit of the therapy dogs to Harding’s
library will be over. Each year, the lovable
canines arrive to be petted, scratched and
doted upon, offering a warm respite for
students overstressed from finals and
end-of-the-term projects. But if you
missed the dogs, I suggest you wander up
to the second floor, where you’ll find the
library’s permanent sources of emotional
nourishment. You can check them out
anytime. Happy holidays!
Credits:
Story provided by Oliver McAteer of
Metro News.
Link provided by Ken Hammes, late
of Harding University.
Title suggested by Nick Boone.
“Snakes on a Plane” reference suggested
by Larry Hunt.
Emotional support provided by Mom.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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The
Grand
Slam

The come
back kids

Everyone loves to cheer for the
underdog- the Cinderella story,
Rocky, the Harding Bisons. The
campus has been buzzing with
energy of the historical success
from the football team. Nobody,
and I really think nobody, thought
this is how we would end up.
It was an obscure year to say
the least, with upsets and injuries
throughout our conference. But
when a team starts out 0-3 you
begin to question what they are
really capable of.
How far will we really end up
going? I found myself asking that
and just hoped by some crazy turn
of events we would win out. And
win out we have.
It is no secret the Bisons are
thriving now, winning 11 games
in a row and making it to the
semifinals of the playoffs for the
first time in school history. But
keep in mind where the Bisons
came from.
That is what makes the story
that much sweeter.
Of the four remaining teams in
the playoffs, none have ever made
it to the semifinals before. So in
a sense, they are all underdogs.
Each team has a story of how they
have gotten there and each has had
individual obstacles to overcome.
The only team that was maybe
expected to make it this far is the
No. 1 seed, Indiana University of
Pennsylvania (IUP). They were the
only No. 1 seed to survive through
the tournament and also remain
ranked first. They are also the only
undefeated team, remaining at 13-0.
IUP will face the No. 4 seed
University of West Florida (WFU).
WFU has a 10-3 record, their last
win being against the previous
No.1 seed University of West
Alabama, 28-21.
Harding is the No. 3 seed and
faces the No. 2 seed, Texas A&MUniversity Commerce. The Lions
are 12-1 and managed to come back
from 21 down in their last game
to pull the upset over the other
No. 1 seed, Central Washington
University in overtime, 34-31.
We are no strangers to last
minute victories. Just rewatch last
week’s game. Or the Indianapolis
game. Or last year’s game in Sioux
Falls. We have managed to come in
clutch when the tough get going.
This matchup will also be an
interesting one due to the fact that
Harding ranks second in rushing
offense with 347.7 yards and A&M
Commerce ranks first in passing
offense with 355.2 yards. A&M
Commerce also has Luis Perez
ranking first in passing yards with
4,388 yards.
To put that into comparison, Perez
is currently at more passing yards
this year than Baker Mayfield, a top
candidate for the Heisman trophy
from the University of Oklahoma.
Harding does not have anyone in
the top 50 for passing yards.
However, as far as top rushing
yards go, freshman Cole Chancey
is No. 17 at 226 yards and A&M
Commerce does not have anyone
in the top 50 here.
Two totally different teams are
going to battle on the field Saturday
in Commerce, Texas, to earn a
spot in the national championship.
So who really knows what will
happen. All I know is that we sure
do love an underdog, and also, we
have already made history, so why
not keep going?
EMILY FAULKNER is the head
sports editor for The Bison.
She may be contacted at
efaulkner@harding.edu.

Courtesy of JEFF MONTGOMERY

Senior running back Zach Shelley had a net 55 rush yards on Saturday, Dec. 2 against the Ferris State University bulldogs.
Shelley has been a key contributor to the Bison football program for the past three years and looks to face the Texas
A&M-Commerce Lions.

FOOTBALL, continued from 1A

The veteran team members the roster are
no strangers to winning streaks. Last year, the
Bisons won 13 consecutive games before falling
in the quarterfinals against Northwest Missouri
State University. Junior wide receiver Kohl
Blickenstaff said that this year’s slow start has
made this winning streak different.
“It’s the 0-3 thing more than anything. I
don’t think we would be here if we would have
lost three games sporadically,” Blickenstaff said.
“Starting 0-3 brought us together more than last
year. Not to say that last year’s team wasn’t close,
but when you’re literally at the very bottom you
have to come together.”
One of the main reasons the Bisons crawled
out from the bottom has been freshman running
back Cole Chancey’s performance throughout
the season. Chancey has 1,239 rushing yards
and 14 touchdowns, six of those in the playoffs.
He was a key factor in the win against Ashland
University, where he scored four touchdowns.
Simmons praised Chancey for his success and

bravery on the field.
“Cole is a complete beast,” Simmons said.
“He has had as much to do with turning this
season around as anybody. He’s not afraid of
anything. When I told him that he was doing
a great job of running the football after the first
quarter of the Ashland game, he told me that he
had the ‘big dog’ by the throat. He’s a warrior.”
Chancey said that experiencing the win streak
is something that will stay with him forever.
“Just to think that I was playing in the high
school playoffs last year and am now competing
for a national championship is never something I
thought I’d be doing,” Chancey said. “It’s been a
lifetime experience and something I’d never forget.”
With the matchup against No. 2 seed Texas
A&M Commerce looming tomorrow, the Bisons know that this game is their toughest yet.
The Lions lead Division II in passing and have
seven Division I transfers on the roster. Being
underdogs once again, Simmons thinks anyone
would be crazy to count his team out.

“When you put together a group of guys that
have some talent but also have a tremendous
love for each other and desire to honor God in
how they’re doing things, good things happen,”
Simmons said. “When you look back on what
God has done this year, it would be really, really
crazy to bet against us right now.”
The game is set to kick off at 2:30 p.m.
tomorrow in Commerce, Texas. It will air on
ESPN 3 or the Watch ESPN app, as well as on
KVHU 95.3. Texas A&M-Commerce has 500
seats reserved in their stadium for the Harding
community. Tickets may be purchased on the
Lion’s website at wearelionstix.universitytickets.
com. Harding is also having a tailgate from
noon-1:30 p.m.
The student body is taking a bus that will
leave from the student center at 7:30 a.m. to
the game that has 58 spots total. The bus will
return by 11:00 p.m. Saturday and the cost is
$10 per person to ride and open to everyone.
Email sa@harding.edu if interested.

Hoops go to Hawaii Classic for Christmas
EMILY FAULKNER
sports editor

STERLING MCMICHAEL|The Bison

Junior guard Tim Wagner goes to the basket at home against
Southwest Oklahoma State University (SWOSU) on Dec.
2. The Bisons lost by one point in the final seconds of this
game. Their next game is Saturday, Dec. 9 against Christian
Brothers University at 7:30 p.m. at home.

Christmas is just around the
corner, and the men’s and women’s basketball teams are looking
forward to a trip that involves more
than just basketball. Both teams
get the opportunity to travel to
Hawaii this year.
All sports teams travel, but
depending on their schedule the
distance varies. Basketball tries
to give players this opportunity
every four years so that way each
of the players should get this trip
of a lifetime at least once.
Senior forward Sydney Layrock
said this will be the second time
she has ever flown. Her first plane
ride was her freshman year when
the team went to South Dakota for
the NCAA tournament, which was
a 3-hour flight, compared to the
9-hour flight to Hawaii.
“In years past, I know they have
gone to Seattle, and my freshman
year they told us we would be going
to Hawaii,” Layrock said. “Every
year we go on little trips like Kansas
City or somewhere similar.”
Junior forward Braden Eggleston
said he is looking forward to the
opportunity to get to play and relax
in Hawaii.
“Besides practice, we will have a
lot of free time when we are there,”
Eggleston said. “We usually get
to go home for two weeks during
Christmas, but this year we will
only get to go home for one week.
Some of the families are coming
out though to see us play and spend
time together outside of everything.”
Although the teams are excited to travel, they say what they
enjoy most about Harding is the
atmosphere that only comes from

playing at home. Junior guard
Reggie Anthony said this is one
thing that is special about Harding.
“Harding puts such an emphasis
on relationships, and that’s what
sets us apart from other schools,”
Anthony said. “Building those
brother-like or sister-like friendships — that’s the difference, and
trying to show Christ in everything
we do.”
No matter the miles that are
traveled or places they go, Harding
is the best place to play according
to both teams.
“My favorite thing is the atmosphere here at Harding,” Layrock
said. “Whether it is 20 or 200
people, playing in front of people
has been such a great honor. In
college, women’s basketball doesn’t
normally get that great of coverage
or support.”
Layrock, being a senior, is
looking forward to taking it all
in and finishing the year with her
teammates by her side.
“I just want to make sure that
I can be able to be a leader this
year. Not so much about whether
we are a winning or losing team,
but rather that we did what was
right when it needed to be done,”
Layrock said.
The women’s team will play in
the Hawaii Classic Saturday, Dec.
16 at 4 p.m. CST against Hawaii
Pacific University and Sunday, Dec.
17 at 2 p.m. CST against Montana
State University at Billings. The men
will play in the Hoops in Hawaii
Holiday Classic Saturday, Dec. 16,
at 8:30 p.m. CST against Western
Washington University and Sunday,
Dec. 17, at 8:30 p.m. CST against
Hawaii Pacific University. There is a
link to watch it under hardingsports.
com under both teams schedules.
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Sophomore Oliva Ness and freshman Baleigh Hudman run during practice on Wednesday, Dec. 6. Both athletes broke school records at the A-State Kickoff
Klassic hosted by Arkansas State University on Sunday, Dec. 3. The team will be back in action on Jan. 21 at the Emory Crossplex Invitational in Atlanta, Georgia.

Track team starts strong, breaks school records
EMILY FAULKNER
sports editor

Junior Camden Barrett and freshman Baleigh Hudman
have rituals that paid off this past Sunday at the A-State
Kickoff Klassic at First National Bank Arena.
“My high school coach, who was one of the most
influential and inspiring men I’ve ever met, told me that
I needed to find something to do before every race, to
bite the bullet,” Barrett said. “So one day I literally found
a bullet in my dad’s closet, and now before every race I
literally bite it. It’s a way I mentally and physically prep
myself.”
Barrett won the mile in 4 minutes, 24.46 seconds, his
first career event victory in the indoor mile and his second
in any indoor event. He won the 800 meters at Pittsburg
State University in January.
“I have to eat a Snickers bar before every meet,”
Hudman said. “I don’t know why, but that is something
I have been doing since junior high, so that’s what I do.”

HARDING
ATHLETES’
VIEWS ON
POP CULTURE

Hudman broke the school record in the triple jump at
36-2 3/4, topping the previous record of 34-10 1/2 set in
2014. Sophomore Olivia Ness set the new school record
in the 55-meter hurdles at 8.73 seconds, breaking the
record of 8.85 set in 2013.
“I kind of tried not to think about it and just do my
best. I just wanted to treat this meet like any other meet,”
Ness said. “I didn’t think I would break (the record). I
really wanted it to happen, I just wasn’t sure if I actually
would or not. My coach had said previously that I should
be looking at it.”
Ness and Barrett both have a history of overcoming
obstacles. Barrett had to recover from a stress fracture in his
foot this summer, and Ness had to adjust to Harding as a
transfer. Since then, they said things have been looking up.
“At first, I was dead-set against coming to Harding
because my brother went here, and I just didn’t want to
be in his shadow,” Ness said. “But after a semester at my
last school, I realized that my faith wasn’t going to grow
there. So I started looking more into Harding during

that time.”
No matter the classification or the path they’ve taken
to get here, Hudman said the team truly is like a family.
“I love the team, and they are all so encouraging,”
Hudman said. “When I beat the record, everyone was
just so happy for me, and that felt really nice. They really
do feel like a family, and I haven’t even been with them
but for three months.”
Whether it is pre meet rituals or encouraging one
another, Harding’s track teams are excited for the upcoming
season and all that is has to offer, Barrett said.
“The mile is definitely my favorite thing to run,” Barrett
said. “The mile just means a lot to me. As far as team goals
go, I would like for our team to go to nationals. Track is
very individual, but for a relay to go to nationals would
be really cool.”
This meet was Harding’s only track meet in the fall
semester and the indoor season will continue after Christmas
break. Both teams will compete at the Emory Crossplex
Invitational Sunday, Jan. 21 at 10 a.m. in Atlanta, Georgia.

cheerleader

Ariel Syrotchen
women’s track

Alex Francis
men’s basketball

A surprise visit
from my older
sister.

Justin Bieber
tickets! Forever
a Belieber!

My Yorkie named
Spanky.

XBOX.

Every Hallmark
movie because
they are all
the same.

“Home Alone 2.”
Not as good as
the first one.

Peyton Padgett Stephen Copeland
women’s basketball
men’s track

Chelsea Key

What is the best Christmas
present you have
ever received?

A puppy when I
was 11.

Which Christmas movie is
the most overrated?

“Rudolph the
Red-Nosed
Reindeer” (1964
edition).

Any movie that
isn't “Elf.”

“The Polar
Express” makes
a good nap
movie.

Finals week is near, what is
your survival plan?

I will drink a lot
of sweet tea
because I
hate coffee.

Wing it and go
home
on Tuesday.

I am just going to
Time
wing it because management
for
confidence is
sure
is
the
key.
key.

Someone is crushing on
you and wants to buy you a
gift. What should it be?

Definitely a gift
card to Tropical
Smoothie.

The biggest bag White classic slip
12-pack of Coke. of coffee grounds
on Vans.
Size 7.5.
you can find.

Survive and
advance.

$20 would
suffice.
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Searcy ‘Decks
the Halls’

EMILY GRIFFIN| The Bison

The White County Courthouse is covered in lights for the holiday season November through December. The men of the Parks and Recreation crew began
setting up the light displays in October and continued until the lighting ceremony on Nov. 21.

Parks and Recreation Crew sets up community lights for the holidays
ALLY PARRETT
student writer
In a matter of months, a team of six men transform
Searcy into a display of holiday lights. From mid-October until the lighting ceremony on Nov. 21, the Searcy
Parks and Recreation crew spent approximately 350
hours collectively per week installing the Searcy Holiday
of Lights displays to create the holiday atmosphere the
community enjoys.
Mike Parsons, department head of Searcy Parks and
Recreation, said the department cares for almost 300 acres
of land including four parks, the sports complex, Historic
Black House, Smyrna Church, White County Courthouse
and Pioneer Village.
The Holiday of Lights used to be a smaller display, and

after a brief hiatus, was brought back to life by the city
three years ago.
“We used to have building structures over at Berryhill
Park and they just deteriorated,” Parsons said. “There wasn’t
enough money to fix it back up. With the eight-year tax
that the city passed, that is where a lot of the money came
from to bring this back to life; also with a lot of sponsors.”
With only six to seven men, Parsons said they have to
start in October to complete the job before the lighting
ceremony in November. With more displays added every
year, the crew starts earlier to perfect its strategy.
“We finish up about 2 hours before the light switches
on,” maintenance crew member Randy Rudesill said.
“Each year it gets easier. This year it went really smooth.”
Rudesill said the long hours do not keep him from
enjoying the fun of the displays, and that he has already

visited the lights three or four times with his grandson.
“I’m good with anything that helps the city,” Will
Walker, another maintenance crew member, said. “Knowing all the work that goes into it — it’s pretty nice going
out and seeing everything working right. And seeing the
kids out there checking out the displays — it’s a pretty
good feeling.”
According to Parsons, the crew rarely gets thanked for
their service. However, this year Mat Faulkner, president of
Think Idea Studio, bought the Parks and Recreation crew
lunch from Burrito Day after they finished the installation
of the Holiday of Lights displays.
The crew members’ hard work comes to fruition at the
lighting ceremony in November. The teams agrees that
seeing the community out appreciating the displays makes
it worth the time they put into setting up the lights.

Using Santa Clauses to spread holiday cheer
DAILEY THOMAS
student writer
RAIANNE MASON
features editor

For many, preparation for the Christmas
season includes setting out figurines of
Santa Claus, but one woman has taken that
tradition to the extreme. In her lifetime,
Wanda Emde has collected 1,659 Santa
Claus figurines.
Emde believes her love for Santa Claus
began when she was a child. She grew up
during the Great Depression and said money
was tight, but Santa Claus always came.
“He was always my favorite person,”
Emde said. “We were poor so we really
looked forward to Santa coming to visit us
… All we got was a sock with an orange,
apple and chocolate drop candy, but he
came. He was dependable.”
Emde’s collection began with a personal
piece made by her daughter Joy Jernigan
in first grade.
“( Joy) made me a Santa full of construction paper and cotton balls and I kept it,”
Emde said.
From there, the collection cgrew. Jernigan,
said Emde particularly loves Santa Claus
because he is always smiling.
“Santa Claus is a lot like Mickey Mouse,”
Jernigan said. “You can’t look at Mickey

Mouse and not smile. I think that is what
Santa does to people.”
Emde’s other daughter, Kathy Lawson,
said she believes the collection was her
mother’s way of bringing people together.
“My mom loved to open up her house,”
Lawson said. “She put up Santas everywhere,
and people would come and visit. I think she
loved when people visited almost as much
as (she loved) the Santas. She wanted as
many people to come as she could.”
Until last year, Emde’s entire collection
was kept in her home. When she moved into
Harding Place, she was unable to house all
of her figurines. Emde wanted to keep the
collection together, so she donated them to
the Holiday of Lights organization in Searcy.
Last year the collection was displayed as
an art exhibit at the Historic Black House.
This year the collection has found a more
permanent home at the Carmichael Community Center.
According to Lawson, there are 650
figurines at the Center with others spread
throughout the community at banks and rest
homes. Emde also donated her animated
Santa Clauses to the Sunshine School.
According to Sally Paine, a teacher at
the Sunshine School, the animated Santa
Clauses given to the school are displayed
in the front lobby.
“(Emde’s daughters) picked 10 that they

MACY PATE| The Bison

Wanda Emde sits in her room at Harding Place on Tuesday, Nov. 5, surrounded
by her favorite Santa Claus figurines. Emde donated 1,659 figurines to Searcy
Holiday of Lights to be displayed throughout the community.
thought our students would really enjoy
and brought them to us,” Paine said. “And
our students have really enjoyed them. We
don’t let them play with them all at once,
but we’ll pull one out and watch it for a
little while then put it back and choose
another.”
Paine said the Santa Clauses are especially
beneficial to their nonverbal students.

“Our more typical students go ‘ooh’ and
‘ah’ and everything, but it’s really fun to watch
some of our more involved and nonverbal
students because their faces light up. It’s
something they can immediately enjoy.”
Emde’s collection will be displayed
through New Year’s. After the holidays, it
will be collected and stored by Main Street
Searcy until next Christmas.

‘Less about clothing, more about your personality’

The final installment of ‘The M-Word’ series about modesty culture
SARAH DIXON
head copy editor

Director of Academic Resources
Stephanie O’Brian and senior Caitlyn Denison were heavily involved
in planning Harding’s first Sexual
Assault Awareness Week in April
of 2017 and also helped to create
HU Brave, a social media campaign
and now campus organization
that aims to diminish the stigma
surrounding open conversation
about sexual assault.
“Men almost get a license to be
visual and make judgments about
a woman, and it’s like our job to
protect them from that,” O’Brian
said. “And I want to give men more
credit than that.”
Denison said the rhetoric
used when discussing men and
women in regards to modesty is
often harmful.
“In my Bible class, we were
reading a book that was about
men but it was written for women,
kind of like a guideline,” Denison

said. “Mind you, this is an entire
class full of women. But there is
a chapter in there about the visual
rolodex, and it’s about how men
can’t help themselves from looking.
And they store those images in
their minds.”
Denison believes telling men
they are visual, while telling women
they are to be lusted after, cultivates
problems that Christians fear:
problems that cannot be solved
with dress code.
“To me, modesty is less about
clothing and more about your
personality or your spirit,” Denison said. “I think when we teach
women modesty, the first issue there
is that we teach women modesty.
If you’re going to teach them to
dress ‘appropriately,’ then why
aren’t we teaching men? … I feel
like the modesty that is described
by today’s Christian families is
supposed to be this blanket term
for everyone, and that’s not really
how it works.”
Denison added that playing on

gender stereotypes in this way is
detrimental to Christian families.

what we should want in a woman,”
McGaughy said. “Modesty for
women was taught with certain
“If you’re going to teach them
length specifications … On one
to dress ‘appropriately,’
youth group trip (in high school),
then why aren’t we teaching
someone pointed out to me that
men? … I feel like the
my shorts were much shorter than
modesty that is described
any girls’ on our trip because they
b y t o d a y ’s C h r i s t i a n
were told to follow a modesty rule
families is supposed to
that no one enforced on me.”
be this blanket term for
McGaughy said he disagrees
everyone, and that’s not
with the way modesty is often
really how it works.”
taught.
“I personally think whatever
- Senior Caitlyn Denison
someone wears is their own choice,
Sexual assault survivor
and it is each person’s duty to
decide what clothing gives off
“Teaching women who are about certain messages in our culture,”
to be wives that you need to always McGaughy said.
appreciate your husband how he
Denison said she refuses to
is because he’s just going to look speak on modesty in such a way
at other women and that’s how it that discredits men or shames
is — that’s wrong,” Denison said. women. She also spoke of shaming
Senior Ethan McGaughy said questions that she received after her
that growing up in the church, own rape. According to Denison,
modesty was something that was these types of questions can be
taught specifically to girls.
detrimental.
“Guys were taught modesty as in
“I was asked several times like

‘What were you doing that night?’
or ‘Were you leading him on?’”
Denison said. “For the record, it
was New Year’s, and I was wearing jeans, tall boots, a long black
shirt and a green vest, so it wasn’t
anything wild or crazy.”
Denison said she is passionate
about modesty because enforcing a
dress code does not protect people
from harm, nor does telling people
they are visually-oriented keep
them from harming others.
According to the oxford Dictionary, rape culture is defined as
a “society or environment whose
prevailing social attitudes have the
effect of normalizing or trivializing
sexual assault and abuse.” Denison
drew a parallel to modesty culture,
which often suggests that a woman
must protect a man from sexually
sinning because of her body.
“I think this is one of the more
dangerous epidemics in our culture,”
Denison said. “It fuels nothing
but this assault and rape culture.
It’s terrifying how it all connects.”
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Local service opportunities available for holidays
EMILY HOOK
student writer
This holiday season there are numerous opportunities
to give back and serve the Searcy community, whether
that be volunteering your time or making donations.
“I’ve lived in Searcy my whole life,” junior Emily
Parker said. “But now, being a student at Harding, I
am so much more aware of the service opportunities I
can do for my community all year round, but especially
during this time of year.”
FoodPantries.org has a list of organizations in Searcy
involved with providing food to families, including
College Church of Christ, His House Foundation,
and the Good Samaritan Center of White County.
Many of these locations accept volunteers to help
stock and package the donated food. FoodPantries.
org also provides job descriptions and service hours
for each location.
Junior Josh Rankin volunteers his time regularly
at KLIFE, a local youth ministry group where college
students work with local teens through small groups,
service and activities.
“Through my weekly interactions with these kids
of the community, it really has made me think about
their holiday situations,” Rankin said. “I’ve been wondering how I could give in the most impactful way.”
During the final weeks of the semester, many
Harding departments have donation bins of all kinds.

“Harding makes donating so easy and convenient,”
Rankin said. “The holidays can be tough for families
who don’t have enough, so I want to do all I can to
give a helping hand and give them joy around this
time of year.”
Senior Julie Plunket also saw the need for encouragement during this season and has been working to
meet this need.
“Serving the community is always important, but
The HU Service Central app is a
this time of the year seems to be a great time,” Plunket
platform
for sharing and participating
said. “That is why the Harding Student Association is
in
service
opportunities in Searcy.
inviting students to carol to those that live in nursing
Download
the app for more
homes.”
information and to get involved.
Through this act of service, the Student Association
hope to encourage the local elderly.
“We have so many students right here who love to
sing, so why not encourage someone with it?” Plunket
said. “But if caroling is not the service activity for you,
FoodPantries.org is an online
there are always many coat drives and food drives this collaborative directory of food banks,
time of year to help families pay for Christmas meals
soup kitchens, and non-profit
and stay warm during the season.”
organizations across the nation.
Harding also offers students access to the HU
Service Central app, a Harding app created to make
the volunteering process as fun and engaging as
possible for teachers.
KLIFE is a youth ministry program
The app is full of stories left by other students and
that allows college students to be
faculty that have participated in the promoted services.
mentors and role models for kids.
“I believe everyone should lend out a helping
hand this holiday season,” Parker said.

Ways to Give Back
This Holiday Season
HU Service Central

FoodPantries.org

KLIFE Youth Ministry

Graphic by DARRIAN BAGLEY

Sunshine School influences ‘The Boys Next Door’
LEXI HOAGLAND
student writer

The Department of Theatre’s winter
play, Tom Griffin’s “The Boys Next Door,”
will be performed Dec. 7-9 at 7 p.m. in
the Ulrey Performing Arts Center. It is
a 1980’s New England based play that
previews four men in a group home with
developmental disabilities.
The play was written to introduce
people to those who have disabilities and
illnesses. The cast wants to challenge the
community and show people what life is
like living with a disability.
“The play is funny, it’s poignant, it will
make you laugh and it will make you cry,”
director Dottie Frye said.
Frye said when prepping for the play,
she and the cast pledged to make the
production as realistic as possible. She
believes the best way to put on this play
is through respect and authenticity.
The cast decided to learn more about
the characters by observing and working
with the children at Searcy’s Sunshine
School, a school in Searcy which serves
students with developmental disabilities.
“ The directors and teachers of the
Sunshine School have welcomed us into
the classrooms so we could observe and

Courtesy of JEFF MONTGOMERY

The cast of “The Boys Next Door” rehearse for the upcoming performance
Dec. 7-9 at 7 p.m. in the Ulrey Performing Arts Center. Pictured left to right:
Jacob McAlister, Anna Waldrum, Grant Malone (behind), Duncan Michael
(seated), Cordell Hutcheson and Jonah Turner.

question how to properly represent our
characters,” Frye said. “The Sunshine
School wanted us to show a realistic

view of people who have developmental
disabilities. The school has been very
supportive.”

Senior Jonah Turner plays a character
living with schizophrenia named Barry
Klemper who has lived in group homes
throughout his life. Turner said the role
has helped him understand disabilities
better and hopes the viewers can as well.
“I have really loved the material and
loved the idea of doing something challenging within our Harding community,
challenging in either way of it making
you think differently or giving you a new
perspective,” Turner said. “We have really
invested into our characters to pull it off
correctly.”
Junior Jacob McAlister,said the play
shows innocence, joy and the characters’
purity of heart.
“A lot of people think there is a stereotype with people who have disabilities,”
McAlister said. “Going to the Sunshine
School has helped us to realize we actually have a lot more similarities than
differences.”
Sophomore Cordell Hutcheson and
senior Duncan Michael also star in the play
as two of the boys. Senior Grant Malone
plays a caring social worker named Jack
who looks after the boys.
Tickets for “The Boys Next Door” can be
purchased for $10 at www.hardingtickets.
com or at the door.

All I want for Christmas are my two cheap gifts
SASHA REGIDA
student writer
Planning Christmas
gifts is always tough, especially for students. Harding
has a diversified student
population ranging from
different countries and social
backgrounds. Finding a nice
gift can be especially difficult
for international students who
are not able to work in the
U.S. How can you find the
perfect Christmas gifts for
your friends if your budget
is restricted?
Sophomore Keti Kambarashvili said she believes
that gifts should be prepared
with thought and effort to fit
someone’s personality, interests
and values. Kambarashvili
said there is no such thing
as cheap gift.
“Any gift is meaningful
and valuable for both sides,
whether it is a luxury car for a
spouse or a memorable dinner
for family,” Kambarashvili
said. “People spend hundreds
of dollars on Christmas gifts
thinking that expensive makes
it better, but we often forget
that Christmas is not about
gifts; it is about showing love
and care. This can be easily
done with no budget at all.”
“In my past four years at
Harding, without fail, my
favorite gift to give, whether
for a holiday or just because,

has been homemade cookies,”
senior Jasmine Griffin, said.
“Not only are they a sweet
and thoughtful gift, but
they are also economical for
those short on dough, if you
know what I mean. Even if
you can only make cookies
from a cookie log, wrapping
them up nicely, and adding a
handwritten note can serve the
purpose of truly brightening
someone’s day.”
For junior Aimee Barbeau,
planning Christmas gifts has
always been tough.
“When I have money, I
love to splurge on presents for
the people I love, and when
I don’t, I usually awkwardly
show up without anything and
apologize for being broke,”
Barbeau said.
According to Barbeau,
quality time is one of the
best gifts.
“It sounds cheesy, but taking family members or close
friends out to coffee, going for
a walk, playing games or just
sitting and talking means so
much to the people you care
about. Everyone understands
that you are in college and do
not have the most expendable
income,” Barbeau said.
A heart-felt card will be a
good gift for your grandparents, who are at an age and
financial standing where they
do not need “stuff.” Nothing
means more to grandparents

MACY PATE The Bison

The holiday season can be difficult on one’s bank account. However, most people would appreciate a
cheap gift as long as the intention behind the giving is pure. Affordable ideas such as cookies, a deck
of cards, or pictures of loved ones are all valuable.

than knowing that their
grandkids love and think
highly of them.
A picture frame with a
picture of you and that person. It costs less than $1 at
Walgreens to have a picture of
you and a loved one printed,
then you just have to pick out
a cute frame and you have just
made a tear-jerking present

that will be both loved and
memorable for years to come.
“A deck of cards. My family
loves to play cards, so getting
my mom a deck of cards would
be the perfect way to remind
her of fond memories of the
family playing card games
and might also kickstart a
game of Kentucky, golf or
sets and runs,” Barbeau said.

SHOW OFF THE
GRANDS!
OR THE KIDS! OR THE PETS!
IT’S UP TO YOU WITH A®
CUSTOM mastercard
DEBIT CARD!

Get your FREE custom MasterCard®
by visiting: www.firstcommunity.net.
(One free card per customer per year.)

Find us on
Facebook
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